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TELE EOE SII 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

THE WAY TO GET DOWN A REVIVAL. 

In the 2d and 3d numbers of the present volume 
of the Gospel Advocate, an attempt has been made 
to show how to get up an excitement, called a “ re- 
vival of religion,” and bow to manage affairs of this 
kind, after * the revival is got up.” No pretensicens 
were then made to inspiration or uncommon discern- 
ment in spiritual or clerical affairs, but for some rea- 
sons which are left for theologians to define, my 
former essays appear to have produced an * excite- 
ment” ofa description altogether different from those 
fanatical proceedings which by the multitude are 
considered orthodox. As if the whole mystery had 
been revealed, our good, and highly esteemed neigh- 
bors seem to have taken up a retrograde movement 
towards their invulnerable fortress, the puLPrr.— 
The slain are Jeftupon the fieldof battle ; the backs 
of the valiant have been turned upon the common 
enemy ; the fainting have been foreakeg, and even 
the presumptuous beings, who have venc@red in the 
exercise of their heretical depravity to think for 
themselves, have been abandoned to the * wolves 
in sheep's clothing,” who are said to haunt this mora! 
wilderness, and prowl about the sanctuary of ortho- 
dos righteousness. Alas! Howare the mighty 
fallen ! Fearfulness Lath surprised the championsof 
fanaticism, and their hopes seem to have been blast- 
ed by a simple developement of the ways and means 
heretofore adopted by the nominally pious to sustain 
and render popular their craft. 

But, from the desk. like the thunders of the Vat- 
‘can, are issued the decrees of those who have not 
‘shall sav cannot?) presumed to * bring forth their 
strong reasons” against the ideas advanced. The 
arguments and information upon the subject of revi- 
vals, which have been liberally bestowed upon the 
readers of this paper, have been esteemned unworthy 
of notice by those who style themselves the ‘ defen- 
ders of the faith ;” but in the desk, where custom 
prevents investigation, the words of clerical condem- 
nation are uttered without restraint.and the groaa- 
ings of the epirit, which are not yet quenched, io 
lireful forebodings prognesticate the duwn‘a!l cfthe 
inodern Babel of the west. Already had the news 
of a revival in this place extended farto the east—al- 
‘ready had the toesin of slander beensounded—already 
had the barriers which should ever preserve the 
rights ofsocial intercourse been broken down, when 
to the mortification of some, the curtain dropped, 
and the farce was ended ! 


This phenomenon in tlhe religious world has excit- 
ed the astonishment of many, and contrary to 
my former intention I have been induced to attempt 
giving a description of the causes which, in the o- 
pinion of the heterodox, have produced this unexpect- 
ed result. But in order to save time I shal! only 
give a general view of the subject ; leaving it for the 
reader to learn, from the ehints which follow upon 
the way to get down a revival, the cause, or means, 
which have produced the present state of things. 

As the clergy are generally the honored individu- 
als who get up and manage revivals, so as it may 
well be expected, their agency is essential in getting 


them down again. That the reader may have 2 
Clear view of this subject, let him imagine, that in 
some populous village a revival prevails to such an 
extent, that some half dozen females, and about 
half that number of * pions youth,” or other young 
gentlemen, are wonderfully alarmed about the safe- 
ty of their neighbors. Figure to the imagination a 
cessation of hostilities between the different denom- 
inations of partialists, and an unusual engagedness a- 
mong the clergy. And to complete the picture, the 
reader must suppose that conferences are numer- 
ous, that tracts are distributed in quantities without 
measure, that business isin some measure neglect- 
ed, that whisperings, surmisings, jealousies, and con- 
tentions are somewhai prevatent, and that the pro- 
moters of all this modern piety, fearful that the Al- 
mighty cannot or will pot hear them at home in their 
closets, repair twice or thrice a weck to some publie 
place to pray to be seen and heard of men. With 
all this in view, it may well be supposed that many 


their God. Some are “concerned” about poor im- 
mortal souls ; others are “ alarmed” about hell ; and 
possibly a few * obtaina hope” that God from all 
eternity elected them to salvation. Now the read- 
is prepared to learn how to get down arevival. When 
all this is guing “ rightmerrily on,” let the spint of 
investigation arise and demand the why, and the 
wherefore of this excitement. Let the honest inqui- 
rer ask the different characters engaged inthis work, 
a reason for their hopes and their fears ; and if per- 
sisted in by a majority, the rantings of fanatics will 
cease, the railings of bigots will subside, and common 
sense will resume her em: ire ir the mind. 

But another method may be pursued, which by 
the orthodox clergy is probably considered the way 
to keep up the excitement, but which, if I may ven- 
ture an opinion, will be more effectual in effecting 
the downfall of their system, and the suspension of 
fanaticism. This method is simply this. Let the 
clergy assume the power of controling the affairs of 
religion, by threats of damnation and implications of 
heresy and wickedness, against all who call in ques- 
tion the correctness of their faith or the honesty of 
their motives. Nothing can be more effectual than 
this course of conduct. As sure asthere is an ordi- 
nary portion of common sense in existence among 
the subjects and spectators of an “ awakening” so 
sure it is, that denunciations without proof, and 
brimstone without measure, will, when dealt out to 
the unbelieving with an unsparing hand, effect a sus- 
pension of enthusiasm, and most effectually get down 
a revival. For what can warrant aman who pros 
fesses to be a follower of that Jesus who preached 
peace to them that were afar off, andto them that 
were near, in ascending the steps of a desk, assum- 
ing the prerogative of a judge, enshrouding himself 
in the shadow of bis own greatness, and dealing dam- 
nation round the world en all who cannot assent con- 
scientiously to the articles of his creed ? If men have 
eyes, they willsee through the mist; if they have 
ears they will distinguish between the dissonant jar- 
gon of damnation, and the mild accents of a loving 
| Redeemer; if they have hearts to understand, they 
will discover the eraft of every pretender, and not- 





are engaged in finding some way to be saved from- 
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withstanding his gracious appearance, they will soon 
discover, that the blessed Jesus who came to seek 
and save the lost, was nearly as desirous to redeem 
sinners from iniquity and pain, as the clergy of the 
present day pretend to be. Thisis the way to get 
down a revival ; and if appearances are not uncom- 
monly deccitful this way has seemed right to soine, 
the end of whose faith is death. 


REMARKS. 

By information derived from a credible source, if 
appears, that the former essays upon this subject 
have given rise to disagreeable sensations among that 
class of community who are friendly to the proceed- 
ings which [have attempted to expose. If the feel- 
ings ofany individual are injured | regret it ; for my 
object has been to expose that, which | consider more 
destructive to the peace and happiness of men than 
is the pestilence that walketh in darkness to the 
health of any people. If any thing has been said 
which partakes of severity, let it be remembered, 
ihat it is aeasures, not men at which the blow is 
aimed. Wowever much the clergy of the partial 
faith may despise the reproof, or however much they 
may feel aggricved, yet they may rest assured 
that the design ofthe writer has been to expose their 
doctrine, while at the same time he has entertained 
the highest esteem for their persons when consider- 
ed abstractly from their sentiments. ‘To all those 
who are zealously engaged in attempting to save 
sonls from the wrath of God, T would beg leave to 
say; gentlemen, you know better the duty enjoined 
upon the ministers of the new testament than your 
conduct would indicate; and if, in obedience to the 
express command of Christ Jesus, you will preach 
ihe GospPEL to every creature, your conduct will be 
less reprehensible and your labors will no doubt be 
more abundantly blessed. 

It has been said by a clergymen of the partial 
faith, that **to attribute revivals to sympathy js an 
error, if nothing worse.” Attribute them to any 
cause imaginable, and unless they are produced by 
the true gospel of God they will be productive of evil. 
The clergy hesitate not to say, that if the exertions 
which have been made to get up a revival in this vil- 
lage had been made to increase the nurnber of be- 
lievers in universalism, they would not have been 
condemned, &c. Possibly not; but let it be remem- 
bered that the object of universalists is to win souls 
to Christ, and not to drive them from him by the 
wrath of God into the arms of man! 

I close my remarks by saying to the gentleman 
who recently declared in the pulpit, that ‘ those 
are the most ready to praise our nature who are the 
most vile,” that if ever an opportunity should occur, 
the writer of this article will cndeavor to convince 
him, that his bare assertions are not considered by 
all as inspiration. 
revivals are respectfully informed, that, if they are 
in earnest in what they say, the columns of this pa- 
per are at their service, which will, if they see fit to 
improve it, be a medium through which they can 
communicate to hundreds their strongest arguments 
against what I have advanced. E. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THINGS WHICH | HAVE SEEN. 

[ have seen, fifty years ago, darkness upon 
the land and gross darkness on the people, even 
a darkness that was felt, and so great was a 
sense of it, that not one person out of twenty 
would presume to give his opinion on a passage 
of scripture, unless he remembered what the 


Rev. Mr. F———d, or the Rey. Mi. T——n had 


In the mean time, the friends of 
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said upon it, or some other Rey. had told them 
what it meant. 

Fifty years ago, I have seen the Baptists a 
despised and persecuted people. Cld Elder 
D s had stones flung at him, and was snow 
balled as he passed veaceably along the streets, 
The horns were blowed, and the doors of the 
pious standing order were caretully shutagainst 
him, lest this old Elder D s, that had a dev- 
il and was mad (as they supposed) should enter 
in and disturb their peace. And Elder M I, 
received much the like treatment ; I have seen 
him laughed at, and mocked, and reviled as the 
offscouring of the earth. 

I have seen the Baptists rise in number and 
respectability in the order of the gospet. The 
kingdom of darkness receded before them, and 
many captives were delivered and made good 
citizens of the household of faith. 1 beheld un- 
tilthese same despised and persecuted Bap- 
tists become a great people, and as thei popu- 
larity increased, their meekness and zeul de- 
parted, until they became proud, haughty and 
domineering, like those who had persecuted 
them, buttheir similarity in feelings did not 
produce a union, for they remembered their for- 
mer treatftent, and the dissimilarity of faith 
and doctrine kept them at variance. 

I have seen a confusion amongst the master 
workmen of these crafts, and a consternation in 
the streets of these two great contending parties 
on the approach of the Universalists; and it 
was peculiarly pleasing to behold a mutual and 
simultaneous movement of sympathy towards 
each other, aud a conclusion of peace, offensive 
and defensive, the immediate result. Blessed 
are the peace makers, and the Universalists shall 
receive the benediction. 

lhave seen a messenger of the Baptist order 
endeavoring to pour his vial of wrath on the 
heads of the Universalists who sat around him, 
but in attempting to produce his authority, he 
misquoted every passage of Scripture, aud when 
he had so done sixteen times, a Universal bro- 
ther reminded him of his mistake—but the prea- 
cher could not brook the affront and called on 
the civil authority for protection, and early the 
next morning a constable was sent with a war- 
rant to apprehend this vile breaker of the peace, 
in reminding the speaker of the correct reading 
of the Scriptures, which he attempted to quote. 
At first | wondered at the offence that was taken, 
but after looking more minutely at the circum- 
stance of the preachez and his adherents, that 
he had undertaken to put down the Universal- 
ists and their doctrine, and that correct quota- 
tions from Scripture would do nothing towards 
it, and the thing must be done, it was a case of 
exigence, amounting almost to desperation ; and 
then in the midst of it to have that unsanctified 
Universalist, who had not sense enongh to know 
that Christ died to ransom only a little handful 
and that all the rest were reprobated to eternal 
damation, in this situation of the preacher to 
be corrected before the elect, who were some 
of them present—it was insufferable!!! Wha. 
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Rev. Sinner could have patiently endured ?>— 
It was something like a case of hydrocephalus 
internus, where kicks and thumps ought to be 
patiently borne by those who are not affected, 
for the relief of those that are. 

Ihave seen many running to and fro in the 
earth, and knowledge so much increased that 
people, like true independent republicans, feel 
at liberty to think, understand, and judge for 
theiuselves. Aud | have seen a preacher baf- 
fled in argument on the Scripture subjects by a 
coumon layman. 

J have seen, and heard bible questions pro- 
posed by an Universalist to a boasting pound 
tect for an expianation—but they were passed 
over in cautious silence. 

I have seen those who had vauntingly run out 
many Universalists when they were not pre- 
sent. IL have seen them start ata single ques- 
tion, and looking cautiously around reply, f 
dont know where you are coming. God _ bless 
them and guide them inthe right way, for if 
they were not conscious of having a weak side 
they would not care which way their opponent 
comes. 

Notwithstanding Universalists have been ev- 
ery where spoken against, yet Ihave seen muck 
good tiat they have done. I will mention a 
lew things. 

" . : 

They have been the means of correcting 
some errors in the faith and practice of the 
churches,—they have pointed out inconsisten- 
cies in their prayers, and they have amended,— 
they have caused many to read the scriptures 
with caution, and to quote more correctly,— 
they have prevented many from quoting poetic 
fables, and old adages for the word of God.—— 
They have set them many examples of meek- 
ness, patience and forbearance, believing that 
we have one Father, even God, and all we are 
brethren. 

They have made peace betwixt Presbyterians 
and Baptists, who before the Universalists ap- 
peared were as much at variance betwixt them- 
selves as Pilate and Herod. | 

These few are among the many things that I 
nave seen. But among them all I have never seen 
a Universalist flinch from a question proposed on 
moral subjects, or by any mens try to evade an 
answer, but are always ready and willing to 
give an answer and a reason of the hope that 
is in them, and this shall be to their honor for- 


ever. MONTAGUE, 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
FRIENDLY LETTERS TO A BAPTIST 
LETT#R IT. 

“ Come, let us reason together.” 

My dear Sir,—In a former letter, I sugges- 
ted, as a reason for opposing the Missionary 
scheme, that as those who are thus sent are ig- 
norant of the gospel, it cannot reasonably be 
expected, that they will teach it to others. It 
can hardly be necessary to prove, that the os- 
tensible, and in general the real motive of the 








senders is to spread the light of the gospel where 
it does not already shine. ‘The subject of in- 
vestigation is now offered in the shape of a que- 
ry,—*‘ What is the gospel ?” 

Much as we are told of living in a gospel 
land, and of our abundant opportunities to hear 
the sound of the gospel, it is beyond the pale of 
controversy, that few, even of church members, 
know the simple import of the term gospel.— 
This is not spoken from conjecture, it is fact, 
gathered by extensive observation ; and of those 
who are thus instructed, fewer still are enabled 
to give the scriptural sense of the term, in Bible 
language. In Gal. iii. 8, Paul gives us a lumi- 
nous definition, in the following words :—“ And 
the scriptures, foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the 
GOSPEL to Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 
nations be blessed.” We here not only learn 
that the gospel was preached to Abraliam, but 
we are informed particularly, of that in which 
these glad tidings consists, namely, in justifica- 
tion. 

On reference to the passage of this import 
found in Genesis, we perceive the promise to A- 
braham, Isaac, and Jacob, is varied in language, 
including all nations, families, and kindreds.— 
is it possible to be more express in the univer- 
sality of the blessing ? Other portions of scrip- 
ture fix the meaning of the term beyond the 
power of fair and honorable criticism to contro- 
vert. Paul declares to a certain church, that 
he shall come to them “in the fuiness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ.”? Writing to, 
the Ephesians he says: “ In whom ye also trus- 
ted, after that ye heard the word of truth, (what 
word ©) the gospel of your salvation?’ The 
fulness of the gospei blessing is salvation, and 
men are now called upon to believe this truth, 
and enter into rest. Ifit were the word of wruth 
before the Lphesians were called upon for the 
obedience of faith, it is equally true at the pres- 
ent day. The gospel is light, not darkness : it 
is blessing, not cursing. Without reference to 
a cloud of testimonies running in the same chan- 
nel, permit me to inquire, Is this the burden of 
the preaching of vour Missionaries? Do they 
tell their hearers that God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world to himself—or do they say, 
Make your peace with God, that he may lift on 
you the light of his renonciled countenance ?— 
Do they testify with Paul to his brethren—Hav- 
ing made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things to himself: by 
him, J sav, whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven.’ You know this is not their 
preaching. What do they write from India ?— 
“ Preaching fire and brimstone drives them to 
their temples.” 

Those called christians, generally agree in 
the declaration, that the new is a better dispen- 
sation than that which is termed the old, being 
established upon better promises. This ap- 
pears to be the impression on the mind of Paul, 
who gives us to understand that life and immor- 
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tality are brought to light by the gospel. That 
the old covenant contained no threat of punish- 
ment ina future state, is evident to a superficial 
observer; if, therefore, the gospel contains a 
threat of inexpressible and interminable misery 
bevond this mode of being, it is manifestly ab- 
surd to call ita more glorious dispensation. A- 
gain, the effects of a belief of the true gospel, 
are peace and joy. What are the effects of a 
belief in the systems of men, misnamed gospel, 
Jet the ceils of the maniac, the murdered chil. 
dren of distracted mothers, and the thousands of 
persecuted and massacred martyrs, witness. 

I have many other and strong arguments a- 
gainst the modern missionary system, but hav- 
ing given vou sufficient labor in the premises, I 
leave this subject, for one which it is possible 
you may deem more ilerculean. 

Among the various tenets of which you are 
tenacious, there is none to which you cling with 
more pertinacity, both as a positive ordinance, 
and a distinguishing badge of sect, than water 
baptism by immersion. I now crave you at- 
tention to some remarks on the subject. If you 
consider this tenet as permanently fixed, you 
can attend the investigation with coolness 5 and 
the firmer your confidence, the greater will b= 
your candor. 
and example of Christ; would to God you 
might be enabled to follow him in doctrine, as 
implicitly, as in this respect you undoubtedly 
do, agreeably to your sense of right on the sub- 
ject. In the charge given to his disciples on the 
eve ofhis ascension, Christ bids them to teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name otf the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Permit me now to inquire, Does this relate to 
Sorm, or to substance ? If it relate to form, why 
did not the apostles use it? and if it relate to 
substance, why do you add the term water, and 
impose a form unknown, and of course not prac- 

_tised by the primitive christians ? 

John appears to have had a very different 
view of the subject from Baptists of later times. 
Speaking ofthe dispensation committed to him, 
he says, 1 indeed baptize you wirH WATER.— 
Speaking of the dispensation committed to 
Christ, he says, He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with [or more correctly, EVEN | 
fire. This then appears to be the distinguish- 
ing difference of their baptisms. True indeed 
we read that the disciples of Christ baptized, 
and probably with water. That this affords no 
proof that water baptism is a positive institu- 
tion of Christ, is now my province to make 
manifest. Not only do weread that Christ was 
circumcised, but that Paul, who received the 
gospel by the revelation of Jesus Christ, took 
Timothy and circumcised him: And _ yet this 
same apostle declares, that if any are circumcis- 
ed Christ shall profit them nothing. But fur- 
ther—Paul, on a certain occasion, mentions a 
few whom he baptized, evidently with water, 
and thanks God he had baptized no more, ad- 


In proof, you adduce the precept | 


preach the gospel. If we may rely on the ve- 
racity of this apostle, he did more to evangelize 
the world, than all the remaining apostles.— 
Notwithstanding he iid the gift of miracles, his 
extraordinary conversion for a chosen vessel, 
and his great success, his word is pledged that 
baptism was not included in his commission. 
To those in the least acquainted with the history 
of Paul’s sufferings in conse quence of preaching 
the yospel, it is needless to uige, that nothiag 
would deter him from a known duty. Neither 
stripes nor imprisonment, nor the whole caia- 
logue of the apalling evils which he describes as 
enduring in his own body, in the least moved 
him to renounce the ministry which he received, 
on his own declaration, “by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” That he renounced the use of 
water baptism as a rite not included in his com- 
mission, as is evident to my apprehension, as 
that he acted without a warrant in the circum- 
cision of ‘Vimothy. ‘Though fully aware that 
he was acting in both cases without a warrant, 
he undoubtedly considered it expedient. On 
after-thought, however, it is obvious that he re- 
ceived no satisfaction in either of these cases, 
both of which he tacitly condemns. I now ask 
you to be true to your conscience, and say, 
Would you circunicise a child because Christ 
submitted to the ordinance, or because Paul per- 
formed this rite on Timothy ? Certamly f anti- 
+ cipate your answer, No. 
We are Gentiles ; and Paui was the great a- 
i posile tothe Gentiles; and with all bis endow- 
| ments, he declares he had no commission to bap- 
itize. On what then is the ordinance founded } 
On the twaditions of men, is my answer. For 
what purpese did Christ commission disciples at 
different times before his crucifixionr To 
preach the gospel—heal the sick—and to cast 
out demons, or in more intelligible language, to 
heal those disorders deemed incurable by the 
physicians of that age. Thus then we learn 
that to his disciples, commissioned to preach to 
the Jews only, and that previous to his crucifix- 
ion, no direction was given to bapt®%e with wa- 
ter. ‘To a distinguished apostle, commissioned 
to both Jew and Gentile, posterior to his resur- 
rection, no such charge was given. Which now 
is the less difficulty, to make it appear that wa- 
ter baptism is a positive institution of Chrich, in 
the very face of these stubborn, negative facts. 
or to allow that teaching and baptism are con- 
vertible terms, and that to teach or baptize in 
the name is to teach or baptize in the doctrine 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

If your view be correct, Christ omitted a ma- 
terial part of his charge in sending forth his 
chosen servants at different times, without en- 
joining water baptism, and the integrity of the 
scriptures is thus most positively impeached.— 
If the view now taken be correct, they evident- 
ly harmonize. That the dispensation of Jehn 
was special, [think it evident from his own lan- 
guage—I must decrease. Speaking of Christ, 
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ding, For I was not sent to baptize, but to 


he says, He must zncrease. If this language de 
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not refer to the dispensations, to what subject 
does it refer? I confess I amunable toanswer. 
Again—the apostle Paul uses the term one bap- 
tism in a situation renderitg it obvious that he 
recognized but one baptism. You believe ina 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, but this is not water 
baptism; therefore, if the latter be a positive 
ordinance, it is certainly a second, or another 
baptism, and you presume on an authority for 
justification not communicated to the apostles. 

I would now inquire, who has authority to 
baptize ?—May all discip!es, or those who fancy 
themselves such, perform this ordinance? If an 
imposter should obtain the sanction of your 
church thus to ofiiciate, and ev.dence should 
render it certain that he was all the time an in- 
fidel, would baptism by him be valid? If an ar- 
rant hypocrite should be baptized and finally 
be detected assuch, would re-baptism be neces- 
sary, on a confession and sincere repentance ?— 
{f an infidel may perform the rite acceptably, 
why nota Hottentotr If the baptivm of a hyp- 
ocrite be legal, why require faith before baptism ? 

Yours truly, 
MENTOR. 
A STRANGE THING. 

We are told that when God does, in this 
world make a distinction in his treatment of the 
righteous and the wicked, it is often in favor of 
the latter, if Universalism be true. ‘The old 
world, the inhabitants of Sodom, and the host 
of Pharaoh, were destroyed on account of their 
sins; but thei¢e destruction was only the means 
of removing them instantly to heaven, while 
Noah, Lot and Moses, were left to a long and 
tedious pilgrimage on earth. Now let this sub- 
ject stand in the very color which our friend is 
pleased to put upon it; we will show him ano- 
ther wonder that he shall acknowledge as equal 
toit. Murderers are taken and condemned to 
death; they are visited in prison by godly min- 
isters, and converted, as we are often told they 
are, before the fatal day arrives; sothat when 
the execution takes place, they go immediately 
to heaven, according to our author’s own doc- 
trine, there to sing Hallelujah, and shout for joy 
at the wailings of those they murdered, who 
are now perhaps in hell. Let this gentleman 
be consistent now, and contend that the reason 
why such murderers arrive “ so soon” in hea- 
ven, is, that they had committed murder, been 
judged unfit to live, and had their days shorten- 
ed; whereas had they avoided that crime, they 
must have lingered out a tedious Jife here, been 
perhaps, blessed with no instructions ftom real- 
ly pious clergymen, and gone to hell at last, 
like many good moral mea. When our author 
is provided with such wonders in his own doc- 
trine, he surely need not seek them elsewhere. 
There is another wonder we wish to show him: 
he allows that the reason why God took away 
the inhabitants of the old world, &c. was, that 
they “had corrupted their way before the 
Lord.” Does it not seem stange, that because 


God did not approve of their wickedness, and 
therefore took them off from the earth, he should 
send them toa place infinitely more wicked, 
where nothing but incessant blasphemies and 
diabolical impiety reigns to all eternity? Ac- 
cording to this, the ¢rue reason why he took 
them off was, not that they were too wicked, 
but that they were not wicked enough and must 
be sent to hell to complete their character.— 
Uni. Mag. 
PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 

The following is the conclusion of a sermon, by one 
ofthe most eloquent divinesof our country, the 
Rev. Dr. Gairrin, President of Williams College, 
in Massachusetts. It willnot suffer by comparison 


with the finest passages of Saurin or Massillon. — 
Ed. Wash. Co. Post. 


Now then, my friends, my reasons are all 
before you, and | hope to be justified by your 
consciences, while IL execute the commission 
given me in the text. God hath said unto 
the wicked, “ O wicked man, thou shalt surely 
die ;” and the watchmen are commanded upon 
their peril to sound the alarm. I therefore sol- 
emnly declare, in the name of God, that there is 
a dreadful war waged by all the divine perfec- 
lions against sin—that the sacred rights of hea- 
ven have taken the field—that every glory of 
the Godhead holds a livid lightning pointed at 
every sinful thought—that the inviolate honor 
of heaven’s King is enlisted and is coming down 
to crush a rebellious world. In equally solemn 
tones, { declare, as my office obliges, and call 
every angel to witness, thatinthis war God is 
right and the world is wrong. These great 
truths, while J live, I will declare and hope to 
pronounce them with my dying breath—God is 
right and the worldis wrong. I wish they were 
set forth in broad letters on every foreliead, and 
with a pen d:pped in heaven were written upon 
every heart. 1 wish they were set upon the 
frontispiece of every book; and posted in sun- 
beams at the corner of every street—that they 
were graven with the point of a diamond on the 
rock forever—Godis right and the world is 
wrong. 1 would that these ponderous truths 
might pass from land to land—oprostrate nations 
of unknown tongues, and rolling through every 
clime might bring am humbled world to ask for 
mercy at a Saviour’s feet. 

Standing on my watch-tower, [am comman- 
ded if I see aught of evil coming, to give. warn- 
ing. I again solemnly declare that I do discern 
evil approaching ; 1 see a storm collecting in 
the heavens; 1 discover the emotion of the 
troubled elements; Lhear the roar of distant 
wind—heaven and earth seem mingled in the 
conflict—aud cry to those for whom I watch.— 
A Srorm! A Srorm! Get into the ark,or you 
are swept away. ©! what isit see? I see a 
world convulsed and falling to ruins—the sea 
burning like oil—nations rising from under 
ground—the sun falling—the damned in chains 
before the bar, and some of my poor hearers 
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a aitinase 
i with iuem! T see them cast from the battle- 
| ments of the judgment scene. My God! the 
1d eternal pit has closed upon them forever! 

dik Remarks.—The above may pass for “ Pulpit 
eloquence” but surely not for good sense. This 





1 
# i learned President of Williams College who is 
| yt compared to Saurin and Massilon in point of 
at eloquence, is a high Calvinist, believes that God 
ii has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass— 
" has elected a certain definite number unto ever- 


lusting life, and has reprobated the rest by an 
irrevocable decree to endless woe and misery, 
without the least probability ofan escape, and 
yet, as a watchinan, placed on the watch tower, 
it is his duty when he sees evil approaching to 
cry “a storm, a storm—get into the ark, or 
you will be svept away 3” whenthere is no ark 
no place of safety for the non elect nor any 
means of escape whatever, nor is there any 
storm that can reach the elect favored few to do 
them any injury. 
FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
MR. SECRETARY YATES. 

A wriier in the Hamilton Recorder, of Jan. 
ish, mentions the conduct of Secretary Yates in 
\tuagce of strong reprobation, observing, that 
has not merely rendered Tracts a common 

eo vol-book, for the purpose of imbuing the o- 
sng mind withthe dogmas of Calvin, and of 

-it to endure ecclesiastical tyranny with 
soul Sout tit he has © commanded the va- 

i ae comsaon schools throughout the 
+i sienna chifdren 4 each town for 
rpose of common schoo: celebrations ; 
q the commissioners 


has  communde , ‘ 
_pectors of common schovs to superin- 
‘ther ma- 


ihese celebrations, and, among o."", 

ustes, to establish religious exercises ;” that 

‘se commands and instructions are “ accom- 

sied with a circular, extolling the Rev. Dr. 
» wudfircot Salem, as the superlatively praise- 
worthy author of the benevolent plan, and re- 
peating his oficial recommendations, that the 
Tracts be somehow brought, by hook or by 
crook. either by the legislature appropriating 
tin pubic funds t» the purpose, or in the mean- 
tinie by selling tickets of admission to the spec- 
tators, or by ihe common resort of private do- 
balions ; aud that these Tracts be distributed to 
the excellisg children as the hest premiums of 
scnolarsiip, that could possivly be given them.” 
We are ratified to perceive that these measures 
of the Secret. ry are exciting strong indignation, 
and that a memorial is circulating in Madison 
County, praying for the interference of the Le- 
gishilure. ‘These things augur well, and seem 





ee 





therefore their exertions will be Jess prompt, or 
less energetic than the casemay demand. But 
ifthey determine to secure their rights and to 
give their children a benefictal education, they 
may obtain as complete a triumph as Luther 
did over Tetzel or the Pope, and their descend- 
ants will bless their memories. 





From the Monthly Repository for August, pub- 
lished in London. 
REFORMATION BY MEANS OF KINDNESS. 

[The editor of that work states that it 1s a 
story from life, and that he extracted it from 2 
letter addressed to himselt. | 

“ Seven or eight years before his decease, vu 
friend found that one of his clerks had wronged 
him considerably, and [ believe even put his 
life into his power 5 without appearing to have 
discovered the circumstance, Mr. ——- desired 
the young man to come to his dwelling-house in 
the afternuon ; he watched for his arrival, open- 
ed the door himself, and after leading him up 
into a chamber and locking the door, informed 
him that all his misconduct was made known. 
Pale and trembling the offender dropped on his 
knees ; the master bade him not be terrified at 
the punishment, but think of the guilt of the 
deed which he had done ; and after saying as 
much as he thought would be profitable, he left 
hin, carrying the key from the outside of the 
door. Before night he took him refreshments, 
talking to him again, and desired him to go to 
bed and reflect. When the succeeding day 
drew to a close he visited him for the: last time, 
saying, “* I now come to release you; here is a 
letter toa friend of mine in London, who knows 
nothing of your crime, and will give you imme- 
diate employment. Here is money,” added he, 








on 





putting a purse into his hand, “to support you 
till your auarter’s Salary becomes due.” He 
then conducted 1, out of the house, unseen by 
any one. This benevo.ent treatment awaken- 
ened the gratitude and effecied the reformation 
of tiie young man, who is now @ persen of high- 
ly respectable character. 





FROM THE TELESCOPE. 
HIGH SALARIES; OR DISINTERESTED BE 
NEVOLENCE! 
‘¢ All you that have plenty of Doliars, 
And seek the good will of your Priest, 
Come, help us to train up more scholars 
To preach for the mystical beast ! 

On monday Evening, the 10th inst. a Con- 
eregational Meeting was held in the brick Pres- 
byterian Church, in Beekman-street, to allow or 
refuse the Small Salary of 3,250 or 3,500 dol- 


‘o intmate that the people hold their religious | ars per annum, for the support of Dr. Spring. 
redom dar, aud that they are resolved not to | The clerical Gentlemaa being, we presume, a- 
‘dit into the bands ofspiritual usurpers, with- | fraid he would not obtain a vote for it, attended 
‘slong and violent struggleto preserve it in- ; the meeting 5 ' 
Yet we fear the bulls and thunders of | made a cringing and supplicatory speech, which 

iveny Vatican have already effected more , he had previously prepared, and begged it, as 

“+ state of New-York, than the friends of| an especial favor, to allow him that sum ; as he 
und religious liberty imagine, and that | could notlive on less. 


opened it with a sanctified prayer, 


Part of his hearers, whe 
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probably owned no pews, being enthusiastically 
attached to him, did not care say, Nay !— 
Whilst the most pious, substantial, and respec- 
table of the pew-holders from whom the salary 
is derived, expressed their unqualified disappro- 
bation. The salary, however, was obtained ; 
and that, with a few hundred more from another 
sourch, making in all, including perquisites, a- 
bout Forty Hundred Dollars !—This gives his 
Reverence a better support than any one in his 
congregation. But it cannot last long ; for when 
the worshippers hear this bireling Priest, they 
will naturally within themselves exclaim, He 
preaches for Money ; it is cash that makes up 
his Disinterested Benevolence. O, the * ** * * 
of an extravagant Hopkinsian.* 


A PRESBYTERIAN. 


There are preachers in this city, who receive 
only $250 per year, and do not complain of 
having too little. ‘There are others who receive 
not a single farthing for preaching, but like Paul, 
labor with their own hands for a livelihood, and 
are satisfied. But this Parson wants about 
$4,000 annually. It is not to be wondered that 
this man should tell his congregation, that, If 
they died as they lived, they would all go to 
hell /” Will they not fall over his head into 
that place ? 

A late author, free from party spirit or prej- 
udice, and eminent for piety, thus remarks, in 
reference to these hirelings : “ It is surprising, 
that such men should be able to palm themselves 
on the com.aunity as the messengers and min- 
isters of Jesus Christ. It is very certain that 
mankind will not become any better until they 
look to the example of Christ and the Apostles, 
and follow the instructions which they have giv- 
en, instead of being led and governed by the ex- 
ample and doctrines of corrupt priests. And if 
people generally would cease any more to buy 
their merchandize, or pay them for preaching, 
they would soon rid the world of a burden, and 
Christianity of a disgrace ! 

‘“‘ The Gospel was never designed to be sold 
as merchandize, and to be dealt out only where 
it would command a good price. Answer for 
yourselves to this matter, O ye priests, who like 
the false prophets of old, prophesy for pay and 
divine for money, and reflect whether you can 
hope to stand justified before him who will 
judge the world in righteousness. It is indeed 
among the wonders of this day that men can be 
found, claiming to be the disciples of Christ, 
who will even give their consent to receive 1, 2 
and 3,000 dollars per annum, for preaching that 
Gospel which ne has commanded to be preach- 
ed frecly. Yet these are the men who take the 
lead in all Bible, Missionary, and other Societies 
for promoting the religion of Jesus Christ in the 
world. How much better would they promote 





_*One of the fundamental doctrines of the Hopkin- 
Sians, is, that all true virtue or real holiness, consists 
in disinterested benevolence ; that all sin consists in 
Selfishaess, or promoting one’s private interest. 





——- ~ 


it if they would relinquish their enormous sala- 
ries, and come under the influence of that_reli- 
gion themselves, and thereby show to their fel- 
low men that they believed in its divine author- 
ity, and that its, precepts were strictly and uni- 
versally to be obeyed. Till they do this, all 
their talk about promoting the cause of the Re- 
deemer is but an empty boast, and all their la- 
bors will prove useless and vain.” 


Remarks by the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 
It appears trom the above article, which we 
have copied from the “ Telescope,” a religious 
paper published in this city, that Dr. Spring is 
not forgotten, and that his * labors of lave,” 
(alias money ) are noticed in a becoming man- 
ner, since we have refrained from our attention 
to this gentlenian, Present appearances incline 
us to adopt the opinion, that the seed sowed by 
us, in time past, is beginning to sprout; and 
will, ere long, yield a goodly harvest. As Dr. 
S. isa gentleman of talents, we hope he will 
gratify the curiosity of the public, aad solve the 
following difficult problem—You say, Sir, that 
you cannot live on a dess sum, than the amount 
of your present salary. Pray, Sir, how can you 
account for your existence, before you received 
this sum ? Unless your constitution has experi- 
enced a remarkable change, within these few 
years past, it will be difficult, if not impossible, 
for you to account for your present existence. 

It is lamentable that a congregation of people, 
professing Christianity, will submit to be cajol- 
ed by the sanctified coaxing of this man, to rob 
themselves of their money to support his ex- 
travagance, when the widow and the orphan are 
pining in gloomy penury, and have the sanction 
of Jehovah to back their fruitless appeals to the 
charity of an unfeeling world. 

It has been asserted again and again, that Dr. 
S.’s congregation have a right to give him ‘any 
amount of salary they please, and that this is 
their concern, and not the business of other peo- 
ple. As men among men, they have an un- 
doubted right to dispose of their money in cock- 
fighting, bullbaiting, horseracing, parsonpam- 
pering, or in any other game or manner they 
may please. But, as men before God, acknowl- 
edging themselves as his stewards, and accoun- 
table to Him for all their conduct, they have no 
right to expend uselessly on the person of theiv 
minister, and his favored family, the means 
which God has given them to help and succor 
the poor and miserable. They know this as 
certainly as we can tell them; and their con- 
sciences, if they are not paralized beyond re- 
flection, by the dogmas of their pastor, will set 
the seal to the truth of our allegations. 

Dr. S. stands not alone. There are others 
in this city who cannot live on the wholesome 
fare which God has provided, and quietly sub- 
mit to the measure of quantity which satisfies all 
the reasonable creation, themselves excepted. 

So much for diplomas. A diploma spoils a 
man. A Doctor of divinity would absolutely 
starve onthe diet which would surfeit a com- 
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when holi- | 
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mon man. Wonderful times, these, 
ness increases a man’s appetite, and produces, 
throughout his whole family, such a voracious 
thirst for the things of this wicked world, as to 
seta whole congregation at their “ wits ends” 
to gratify them! And all this is, reader, for 
what, think ye ? Why, “ the love of God, and 
poor souls !” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Mr. Epiror.—Sir, If you think the follow- 
ing anecdote, worthy an insertion, you will 
please give it a place inthe Gospel Advocate. 
You are at liberty to make what comments you 
please upon it. If can attest to the facts as_ sta- 
ted, i. e. the following were the words of Mr. 


} J * 
,and Mrs. S. and as respects Mr. P. the first as- 


-sertion was reported in this part of the country, 


Nothing is more unmannerly than to reflect 
on any man’s profession, sect, or natural infirm- | 
itv. He who stirs up against himself another’s 
self love, provokes the strongest passion m hu- 
man nature, 
— 





ianmentn anaemia 


 POETEY. 


I wil! sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 


———_— - -_] 














FROM THe “SISTERS OF ST. CLARA.” 
THE LAND OF MY BIRTH. 
BY S. L. FAIRFIFLD. 
© Land of my birth! Thou fairworld ofthe west! 
With freedom and glory and happiness blest! 
Thou nation upspringing from forest and grove, 
Like wisdom’s armed queen from the brain of high 
Jove! 
Though thy winds are the coldest the north ever blows 
And thy mountains the drearest when covered with 
snows; 
Though the warm fount of fecling is chilled ere it 
gushes, 
And pleasure stream frozen while brightly it rushes: 
Though thy sons like thy cliame are oft chilling and 
rude, 
And rough as the oak in their own mountain wood; 
Yet I love thee, my country ! as fondly as Tell 
Loved the Alpine republic he rescued so well. 
For thy yeoman can circle the winter-eve hearth, 
Undreading oppression, and talk of the Earth, 
Whose bosom yields nurture to father and son, 
Leaving hearts pure and gay when the glad work is 
done ; 
While the pzans they shout over glories by-gone 
Are echoed by virtues forever their own. 
O thou home of the rover o’er ocean’s rude wave, 
Asylum of sorrow and fort of the brave! 
Advance iu thy glory o’er forest and sea, 
Unrivalled, unconquered, heroic and free: 
Though the rose bloom and fade in its holiday hour‘ 
And the sun-god be palled in the glory of power, 
And winter’s cold breath blanch the blossoms of 
spring, 
Unlike the bright climes of whose riches I sing; 
Yet thy virtues bend no‘ to each sovthing breeze, 
Whose syren song lures through the soft shaded trees, 
Like the gay, grovelling sons of the tropical clime, 





Whose skies are all glory—whose earih is all crime. | 

My own native land! far, oh, far be the day 

When minstrel more worthy— uve fated, his lay 

Shall attune, of thy shame—wihile his notes sadly 
swell— 

Tale sotragic as mine with sorrow to tell! 


and as to the latter, it is too notorious to need 
any other evidence, MICA. 

Niagara, Feb. 19,1825. 

ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 
“ A poor excuse better than none.” 

As I was ore day at Mr. 5’s. Mrs. 3. took 
me seriously to do for being a Universalist, and 
among other assertions, she declared that there 
were none of that order, but the “ Offscourings 
of other denominations whom good order had 
excommunicated, and they had resorted to U- 
niveérsalism as the only alternative, as no decent 
society would debase themselves to a level with 
such a despicable and debauched herd of beings 
and that a decent man could not be named a- 
mongst them,” &c. &c. I observed I could 
name one whom they could not eall a debauch- 
ed character. Who can that be? Your cele- 
brated preacher Mr. P. who, as I have lately 
been informed, has renounced his methodist 
principles and embraced Universalism. “ Oh,” 
exclaimed Mr. S. “ that makes Mrs. S’s words 
true, yon tell us no news, we have heard of it 
before ; Brother P. has behaved himself in such 
a loose and unbecoming manner, that our socie- 
ty have turned him out, and he has, as Mrs. S. 
observed, embraced Universalism as his last and 
only resort, and a suitable character he is too for 
it.” But wonderful to relate, the story of his 
change of sentiment has since proved to be a 
fabrication. Mr. P. has not renounced his 
methodism, nor become a Universalist, nor been 
turned out of the church, but is now in good 
standing in the methodist society, notwithstand- 
ing his loose and unbecoming behaviour ! 


No one is rich or powerful for his own sake; 
predominance in apy worldly advantage always 
includes increased responsibility, and he who 
misuses wealth cr power is amenable as a 
treacherous betrayer of sacred trust. 


1; NOTICE. 

The patrons of the Advocate, who are yet in ar- 
reors for the second yolume, are requested to trans- 
mit the snins now due, to H. A. Salisbury, Buffalo, 
or Simon Burton, Fredonia, as soon as convenient. 

N. B. All communications for the Advocate must 
be post »uid, or they will receive no attention. 

{> Brother Everett will preach at the Court House 
next ~“abbath. 


{= Another letter to Rev. Mr. Brown is, for 


‘wantofroom unavoidably defered till next week. 
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